ot AFS

ES5F&S El

RRICEATWET

Zw )

&I&I

hZ < et 3} L» LA 3] ()< H .
0 REOREL. Ay NOBBRERETOETHN? EADACBLDCENBUETH?

'®. Do you have photos of your family, friends, or pets? Have you shown them to other people? '/

bot & X
1. £exetoy

+ MmEC LEShHl = »E< R n L .
g“'-|2 RIEDBNEZEWVT, RIEODAVN—EBBTEIENTES,

Can listen to a family being introduced and understand who is who.

e G2
Bl CilEn#ElE

Preparation for the words n
PEL  hZ < ‘@)

[FLDZRE&E o]

X)

&I

% d.f 7l

(1) RERBASEEFELLS.

Listen while looking at the illustrations.

(2) BUTEVFELES, @)oo

Listen and repeat the words.

(3) I’;EIMC a-i D‘Biiév“ibdﬁo «)) 04-02

Listen and choose from a-i.

J\ Fﬂ LA - W ©The Japan Foundation



> hEYT [ ohatd

/] = | mRIpATOET

BE SEamMEELs5,

Listen to the dialogs.

HEL  LESH oA
KIG%EFNENTOLHH T,

Family members being introduced.

(1) ENE@EATNTOETh. () ICXELELES.

Who is being introduced? Take notes in the blank space.

” b #5
=ih 1 BT In the street :: 04-03

EXC) [t /VAS _ L PEEAEN »
EwL A, BTG, HARFEZ ZAD FPILISEAE IR WELT,

Himal-san is in town and has met Shimoyama-sensee, his Japanese teacher.

pLb 5
A—I\N—T Inthe supermarket @) 04-04

=3 ?/\/El Big \l,;wf VWD Sz »
B, IBFTOA—/—T, EUBRGOHEIAICE WXL,

Wu-san is in the local supermarket and has met Inoue-san, her colleague.

th

)\ F% LA - 2 ©The Japan Foundation
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/] = | mRIpATOES

T50&5 U

M ub T L&
=EE 3 Iiﬁo)%ﬁl’ﬁf‘ In a factory office i: 04-05

BE»b Z5CkH WBhs BE»D N Z5LC&5 13725 7z L
VFEAE. RINEADTGTEIZEIZRDELZ, RINEAN, TEHTH L EIZEWTWA KRGS
L &IHn
A LTOuES,

Lina-san is going to work in Ookawa-san’s factory. Ookawa-san introduces his family, who also work there.

f

7

?ji
pURIVE S}

K2) on
%Eﬁ 4 ’f’\\J I*ﬁi%t“ At an event @)

L

E5bk5 wLE

NEEAE. B OA—T Y F— DA e le. RBEOAHSAC S NE L.
wL 7 »ZF L o] E]
ARSI, REEER TR TOET

Bat-san has met his colleague Ishida-san at a work open day event. Ishida-san is with her family.

n<Ich LE
(2) TLRZEERELT, HIVEEBMEFLLS, @) 0405 | ~ (@) 04-06 |

Check the words and listen to the dialogs again.

At — - Ve LaShL on
N?E/_—"E ~sensee (suffix for teacher) | CBHBB thisis (ANEBNTDEEITHED used when introducing someone)

:L,:\ijf W BH H5D
DI? on (BEHICEcTEZKRT expresses surprise)
L&DHW L&DV

fﬁgﬂ bij I will introduce you. (ffq@ﬂjé introduce)
(t“i %\) d:% LJ< I look forward to getting to know you.

J\ F% LA - 3 ©The Japan Foundation



RRIEATWETY

] »

pa/=t=] Bp56<

-I’Q Ao 3=
N

BAEV k3

(1) BFEELT. [CT&ldEBEFLES, @) 0sor

Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.

WNS%

A: HESA. CAICEE.
B: CAICBIE. BXA.E  FEETT

wu e

A BBTA.

L&SH0 HESE

B: /NhSA. BALET. Qik FHTYo

Bk & x RhES
Q 2 ADAEVSLSEATBES, E5EoTVELED. => ¥E/—+ @

What expression was used to introduce the two people?

(2) FcEE LT, E%ob\Bt“%ﬂ*ib;oo @) 04-04 | @) 04-06 |

Focus on the expressions used and listen to and EE3 again.

A 4-4

©The Japan Foundation
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] =

RRICEATWEY

eé 2. mEmcE
e 9

5ot ¥ _ RAML  LDbA LDtA T _ o
13 EATWAHECHAPFRGEZERLED, BREICEALNTEHI LN TES,

Can ask and answer questions about where you live and your age.

BN 28E5MEEE0L5,

Listen to the dialog.

B Lyl MRS 5 AR VWA LESEn 5 28 mEC B x5
IpSAE, FIUHES CE < EHIAORICHBHEINE Lz, EHIADREIZZH>DIE, SHPIZLHTTT,

Miro-san has been invited to the home of Ueda-san, who works with him. This is the first time that Miro-san has met Ueda-san’s family.

(1) FUBHIT. RIUTREBBNTRERBEEL &S, @) 0408

First, listen to the dialog without looking at the script.

1. TRSAOREICHE. BNBVELED, XELELES.

Who are the members of Ueda-san’s family? Take notes.

( ) ) )

2. YHZAOFEDE. AEcTh.

How old is Ueda-san’s child?

(2) RIUFFEEBHSHEEL &S, @) 0408

Listen to the dialog again. This time, follow along with the script.

BATL
1. =OZAIF. AHETIH.

How old is Miro-san?

Rya

( ) B
2. SOFAMR. ETICRATOETH,

Where does Miro-san live?

( ) [CEATNET,

J\ Fﬂ LA - 5 ©The Japan Foundation



/] = | mRIpATOET

. 30TY. 71 UEUAEEE L,
£BL<BEOLET,
TH: S0%A. S5ORETT,
BEFEG, TNHE. RTT.
Yl (E-R) : S0%A. £30<0

111
O

20 HDS. BLHE?
S i Z LAWS
J: (?(\::‘:E)) o 133—'(7‘3'0

BAELY

20 LALSL, MRTIH?
Y@ @es) o

S&AE DF

B (&) W<DOTIH?

SZE Z =00

B (FEH) : 4TI,
30 4. T5TTH.
D Zi, i 55 TRAZLY
FB (R) : IOAEK OF%?
YA
X0: 25T,
I 4
B (R) 1 &5, 25
S AR 2F El | see.
B (&) : ECICFATHLETH? (z5TIn ONYATIVE
HhiEh o
20 : KR’PTI, S5 25TID

A casual way of saying
SAR oF - _“b\ %f_
LB &) Z5TID. RIKE?
hZ < .

20 RElF. 719 VEITEATOET,
TH (&) : 25c5H.

- . mZ < _ R
3'50) my / our | (C_)%?jj’g_g [your]) family ‘ ZFH'S andthen | 1ﬁ_[ﬁ how old

=W

g g
L\<’D how old ‘ ’\f},—JjJ-\_E ~yearsold | c\_"_\: where | {}/U"C\L,\Zfﬁ' ('E\E@) live
T4 JE>/ the Philippines

)\ Fﬁ LA - é ©The Japan Foundation
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] =

RRICEATWEY

pa/=t=] Bp56<

Eicx8

(1) EEEHEVT. [CT&ldEBEFUES, @) 0a09

Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.

A TIHh?/

FATNETH?

HHER

P T
R z<
CRIRE?
4

Ried. 71Uy GATOET

A
B:
A:
B:

RANL LDHA e \ A
Q =828, BAUTaEE E5E5T0ELED,

What expressions were used to ask someone’s age, and to answer?

RAES

g LDOBA Cre %
Q FATWBETAZBR LI, BANTREE, ESF>CTLIELIEH,

What expressions were used to ask where someone lives, and to answer?

(2) FIcEE LT, 28555058 BEE0L L5,

Focus on the expressions used and listen to the dialog again.

04-08 |

AF 4-7

TIH?

=) i%/— @

RAED

=) %/ O

©The Japan Foundation
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(3) BLTELFEL&S,
Listen and repeat.
[BF oo (1~99) 2088 A ]
%f?ljmmbers E%%\Ages@@ H= Nurmbere @) 04-12 m%%‘/xges
1 (AL LoTW 30  TAUWD TAL®DOTL
2 [ (CEW 40 | KFAU®WD FKALDOTEWL
3 A TATLY 50  CUw> oW
4 KA FKATZL 60  A<Uw> Ao W
5 C W 70 3 Cw> L OTEL
6 @ A< ALEW 80 [@FBUwD FELmHOEN
7 RR ANy Al 90  EwDU0wD | IwDUmOTL
8 F5 [FoEW
9 Enwd I DL
10 : UwD oL
11 CwdW5 CwdLoE0
12 1 UwDIC CwDICT0N
13 1 UwDTA CwDTATL)
14  CwdDKA CwDdXATWV
15  LwdT (Vo Tuire YA
16 | UwD>5< Cwo55<EW
17 Uw D% Cwp D0
18 : UwDlE5 CwDlEoEW
19  CwdED | LD DT
20 ([CUwD (C0wDELY
(Ffe5
(B comp) @Y osra) 25 ([CLBHDT [CLp>TEL
99 TdUwdEwD TDUwDTnDTL)

AFT 14-8

©The Japan Foundation




BE GATLBECAPEREEVELES,

Talk about where you live and your age.

FLHELT
10 9,
J4UEY HBEELLE
£BU<HBEVLET,
oF - I*

BAELY

30 SAl fIRTIN?

~

25 BT,
@ fi/‘l.l.t‘-‘l,\%t:% Where you live
ECCRATVETA?

-
HHER
ey ui/u‘@mia“o

o

ZO5TI N

(1) SREMEELLS, @) os15] /@) 0a-16 |/ @) 0417

Listen to the dialogs.

(2) YPR—AVITLEL&LDS, @) 04-15] / @) 04-16 | / (@) 04-17 |

Shadow the dialogs.

(3) BUBHICEECEHSENELELES, %G)EC‘C\’EEM’PE/\ICL%tc_Z)G)EF'n'illc. 2 EL&S,

BFrES R 2

AHEDEFEHRZEVLKBVEER. Eélu Z_Z'*-E)b‘afl,\iﬂ'/uo

First, introduce yourself in a simple manner. Then, answer questions about your age and where you live.
If you don’'t want to say your real age, you don't have to.

j\ Fﬁ LA - Q ©The Japan Foundation



>rEvs FhDTE

] »

RRICEATWEY

6@ 3. xybOYarey
e 9

a0+ Lolh & . v . DAEA  LDbA Lobh  Sf .
14 ERZREHND, ZOAD NI GEDOBELERMZLID, BRICEZNTIZ LA TES,

Can ask and answer simple questions about a photograph, such as “who is that?”

BN 28EsMEEE0L5,

Listen to the dialogs.

Lol & oax
BEEZRGPOEHELTOET,

The people are each looking at a photograph when they talk.

(1) D-@MF. BN AOSEEETELTOETH, a-e hEEUELLS.

In W-®, who / what is pictured in the photograph? Choose from a-e.

( o cLUE % s T .
\ a. KIZ5 b. 7% C. d. mHDFED e.Rwh

@ @) 0a-18 | ( ) @ @) oa19 ( )

(2) B5VEEHEELLS, @RTTN. ETICRATNETD. XELELES, EoTLENEE(E.
—] sREFEL&S,

Listen to the dialogs again. How old are they? Where do they live? Write “—" if it is not mentioned.

@) @) 04-18 | @) @) 04-19 | (3) @) 04-20 | @ @) 04-21 |

BTV

ol ?

ET?

)\ Fﬂ LA - W O ©The Japan Foundation
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] =

RRICEATWEY

M<ICh

(3) CERERBELT. HIVEEMERLLS, @) 0a1s | ~ @) a2

Check the words and listen to the dialogs again.

W

IC1E A ESTLD

Wl oF
C?l’]_ who | jidog ‘ BL‘)L\Z_\'/U old male | EZ’K Japan ‘ ,_'?TTokyo

NPAULA B5D

\— Oh. (ﬁb\ﬁﬁ/b\%ﬁ@' expresses slight interest) | HOULLYCGT 1A Isn't he cute.

heb Bp56<

-YO Ao 3=
N

SV &

(1) BEEEVT. [CTEFEBEELLS, @) 0d22

Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.

uy gIN TIH?
DrL (313

N
B PELTT

A HDHOLWTT .
B: Rvk 23> TP

Q SECE-TLBANRNDECEE ESEoTVELLD,. =»> XE/—1 @

What expression was used when asking who the people in the pictures are?

e %)

Q (0 RO EREEZDTERIE. EABEREEBVETD. =-> FE/~+ O
What do you think is the relationship between the word in front of @ and the word after @7

s B5wd MW b

(2) BICEELT, 285650 58HEELs5, @) @) 04-18 | ~ @) 04-21 |

Focus on the expressions used and listen to the dialogs again.

AFT 4-T1
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/] = | mRIpATOET

Lelh & WL Em -
El EEZRLGHS, FELELKS,

Look at a photograph and talk about it.

N, ENTIH?

REE T
%0 FEL T

Z5TT Mo

RAZLY

EClCEATOETA? FETTn?
- ~

EDELD i 0

RR [CEATVLET, 3T

Aafisaias, @ o @ o
(1) BEEBEXLLS, @) 0423 @) 04-24]

Listen to the dialogs.

(2) YPR—AVTUHEL&LS, @) 04-23 (@) 04-24 |

Shadow the dialogs.

A nE< . W LrLh & 5 .- rent Lotk -
(3) REBYHE. RYMMIEDBEEZRBEVENS, SEVICEBULELLS,

EER Lv LA i 1375

BRAOT ZADFvSITI-BEDBEEZE>TEHELTHIEVEEA,

Ask each other questions while showing pictures of friends, family, or pets.

You can also use photographs of famous people or anime characters.

)\ Fﬂ LA - W 2 ©The Japan Foundation
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/] = | mRIpATOES

B 4 xrscs

St RADSNS DEVWEEAHEZAT. SHEFANNIC, BEEERT S LA TES,

] 5 Can read a short social media post by a friend and understand the topic with help from the photograph.

bW

BN SNS DEZAHEERELLS,

Read the following social media posts.

IALRIA 3w if/u

SNS TIAT—LT0 3 KEbOEED® X ABA A TOET,

You are reading recent social media posts by friends that you follow.

E5T5 5
(1) # *TIT.._EEILED'CL\ZQAIJT ncIm. @ O w7
h
= Alc > i
= ut@%t;%luﬂ]&j”’i lJJ: Do @ tb‘{é-b.'s," @nagasawa0925
Who are the people in the photographs?
Mark where the information is written. R .
RKEBEEB !

BRIRE

all 2 @D 21:09

BN L2 e 3 =

855 AR
9 2 BEREIE

FELDS5FORMEBTL !

200 F8H28 1114

B oo QO O

@ 11:14 3 al 2@

Memorygroawm

@ erinosis

(2) ROTERR. ERBEEREBNETH,

L» LA TLEL

BEENSHAILELLS,
What do you think the following words mean?
Guess from the photographs.
AL &ST V—a =
@ FEH 0O X
T Mal ¢ susan_tarving 24 4
> AV 6HEINTRS
=
@8 REMDY—Y 3y FTT,
W3 W
®Y=3vh o Q 0 8
/fl‘.,\d',)
P Kincer
EARL&ST 5% ThE
A= birthday | ;@ sea | (a:)\) ’>—T_\, weather

)\ Fﬂ LA - —‘ 3 ©The Japan Foundation



T

RRICEATWEY

5&35H0

g2 U b

6o

ok

1. %ezeecs

LHPE

£5F 1 04-03 | W dn? eEXILSA?
LHPFETAEL
cIl: Bds. TS, T AlCBlE,
M chlcBlE. EXILch. Z—E. BT,
c2l ETILTE. £ L<BELLET,
2 JPDRET R i, 2h,
S35, HEch, ChAICEE.
H L CAICBIE. B, REFEETT.
HE () : CAlCBIE.
HE (FE8) : ChlcBlE,
2 B,
T ) osos TN z2o&. BALET., 255, UFSh.
UF EUBHELT. UFTE,
BBHLD 55
T uren. Ko,
BBEHLD 55
K () + £AULL,
HBBEHD [=qF
o BT,
HBHHD (F(&E . .
TN @) UFch, E32430<,
BBHD »HlC
T o,
BBEHLD »HlIC
TG £3U<
UF: £2L<BBLLET,

AFT 14-14

©The Japan Foundation
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=%/
4-

RRICEATWEY

hrub

AN

nwurre

Al
JN K

ot ()

WL B8&5&

Bl &)

3. RyrOVIVTY

wuLreE
. GHT A,

&OHW Wb>& BHBESE

5. NSk BALET. B & B T
. FUHELT. NNTE.
£2L<BENLET.

L £3U<BBLLET.
L EBL<BBLLET.

@ @) oats A TH. BNTEhH?
B DETT, TSULICEATVET,
A N— TDTINH,

@ A TN BNTTH?
B:ﬁ@?&%@jo
A HDLNTER, WDTITH?
B:B%?Ho

3 @ow’ A, Ko POLVTI M.
B BUNES, Ry kDY 3VTT,
A:«—\%%TGD?
Bﬂ6%@§o
A 16 B
B BLLTATY,

AFT 14-15

©The Japan Foundation



>rEvs FhDTE

/] = | mRIpATOET

ZLWUE

ESTELD

EL, BRICEATNET.,

@ AN ENTIHh? TBA?
B:Z. b, REBTY.
A Z3TIH. OECEATETH?
3

)\ Fﬂ LA - W (/) ©The Japan Foundation



»hEvs DT E

;4 5 | BRICEATWET

b) \\
E

ey AN g Y -
Bl TAT. ERZHERLELES.

Read and check the meaning of the following kanji.

/

R R X A

%

& &

o &
gz ga

74 FEE  Fre 3w

I ZA

HA SE: =N B A

AL SR =
[ 2 | DEFIEBRELTHEAEL &S,

Read the following and pay careful attention to the kanji with

D REBTT,
@ hOFEHTT,
@ BAICEATOET.

EE fo Dobid%, F—R—RPRT—F 74V TAALELELS,

Enter the words with above using a keyboard or smartphone.

)\ Fﬂ LA - W 7 ©The Japan Foundation



RRICEATWEY

] =

N1 & N2

Hor& Z .

RKEFEHTT,

This is my husband and child.

- & (and) is a particle used to say several nouns in a row. It connects nouns.

- In this lesson, it is used to introduce family members.

o [E]E. WO DBFAEIENRTED EZIFESBFATT, BBz dhlBHEELET,
o ZOBRTIE, REDAN=2BNTHEXfE>TNET,

nun brEL N2 < 55 B aR
[BI]1 » ADORIKETYT, REFEGHTT,

example This is my family. This is my father, mother, and sister.

T B AV&ESIFA

[interrogative expressions %ERIRIE | TIhH?

RSV
{Im CIh?

How old are you?

- This expression is used to ask a question. Add ©gh? after an interrogative expression and speak with a rising
intonation. In the example above, it is used to ask someone’s age.

14,

- Both ﬁ% and < (how old) have the same meaning in this lesson, but L)< (how many, how much) means
you are asking for a number.

- Add & to L)\<D to ask more politely: BL\KDTIH?
- In casual conversations with friends, you can omit ©g/n? and simply ask il 2 (How old are you?).

- Besides fii&, \\<oTEH?, ~cFH? can be used with many different interrogative expressions, such as 2Nn¢c
Ih? (Whois that?), £2can? (Where is that?).

« BRERAZESLEBOEVWATY, BERROHEIC[TIN?] Z2DFTERAA U M A—2aryTRELEI, LOFIXTIE,
FlEl-TRLEZHoTVET,

o [AR] (WD) id. CORTIREICEKRTHEDLONTVRETH, [WVWD] 1, bEbEIIHZEEXIEDONASZEIXTT,
o [WLD] ZF-TTEICTRAEER, [B] 220 T [BWoTTr»?] SERLET,
s REBRILREDH T a7NEXFETIE, [TIR?] 2BIELT [AR?] OXSICERMTAHZENTEE T,

« [~Te2? ] B Mk <D TIR?] BAHCE. [ZZNTIR?] [EZTIR?] 2EDISIT, WAWALREEMRFE V- &
WESZEMTEET,

)\ Fﬂ Lﬁ - W 8 ©The Japan Foundation



] =

RRICEATWEY

BTV

(81 ~ A AR CTH?
example How old are you?

=L

B: 15%Cd,

I'm 15 years old.

» A BVLKDTIN?
How old are you?
TS0

B:90®Cd,

I'm 90 years old.

FhEW)

> A fElRg ?
How old are you?
B . O ° aj‘ * ’-)o
It's a secret.

S X
© | Iplace B [T FATLET

nE< e
KiklE. T4UEVICEATVETD,

My family lives in the Philippines.

- This expression is used to say where someone lives.

- Indicate where someone lives by adding the particle [ after the country or city name, such as Z«UE>(C (in
the Philippines) or #=iz (in Tokyo).

L&Ep

- zATLET is made from the verb &® (to live). This usage is covered in [47411). Remember ~IZEATLVET as
one phrase for this lesson.

- When asking where someone lives, use the interrogative & (where) and add #' at the end of the sentence to
make it a question. Speak with a rising intonation.

s FATVBEZADEWVST T,
o [T74VEVIC] [HEIC| DEHIC, ERPEHLZDD LB [12] 220 T FATWAIERZRLE T,

o [EATWET| ZEE [Ete] SlESNETA. COREICOVTIE [##k 1] THEBLE T, COFETIE. [~IEATVHET]
Z1ODTL—RELTHEZITIEEN,

« FATVWREFET RS X, B [£ 2] 2E-C SCRICRRIXEES [H] 203 C ERA Y PR—2 a3y THEL
ESCH

nun . _ 9
[Bl] »~ A ECITFEATHETIN?
example Where do you live?
tﬁﬁj_ﬁ_ 9
B ! RRICEATVETD,
[ live in Tokyo.
SRS
A TRIEIE?
How about your family?
LS — .~ _A
B ! RiklF., ZvUN—ICEATVET,

My family lives in Myanmar.

)\ Fﬂ Lﬁ - W Q ©The Japan Foundation
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(4] N1 ® N2

nrEL  (F&
HDETT,

That's my mother.

RybhDI3VTT,
That's my pet, John.

@ is a particle that indicates the relationship between nouns. This lesson covers two usages.

1. The noun in front modifies the noun after it.

- This is the basic usage of the particle ®. The noun in front explains the noun F &% (child) after it, as in Ta0
F&5 (my child) and ¥ & (sister’s child).

- In this lesson, @ is used to express family relationships. There are also many other ways to use it, such as
SEMEAER (fifth birthday), BAzE®5 4 (Japanese teacher), and FEOEH (family photograph).

- You can also use it to connect three or more nouns (example @ and @).

2.The noun in front and the noun after it are the same thing

- Rwh®¥3~ means that the pet's name is John. In other words, the relationship between the noun in front
and the noun after it is that they are the same. Another example is B~ — (example @).

[D] 1ZBIFEC. ZFAEBFADEKRERLES. CORTIE, KD 2 DOREEZED EIFEd,

1. HIOZFNBADLFZEHT S
s BIE [0] OERNEHETT, [ROFEL] [HOFEL] LS. RIOZFADPEBRADEF [FEB] ITDOWTHLTY
9,

« CORTIE FEOBFEERTEEIMHEoCVETA, [SROEEH] [HRBOLE] [REOEE]| DLSI1C, sHEF
BEWEDBHDET,

o 3L EDLZFAEOHVWTEICELTEET (FIDQ).
2. HOBF=H5DEH

o [RubDVav]id, RYMDGHINTar THHEVNHTERZRLTVET, OFV., [HIDE] & [1BADEH ] ORI,
EETY, [~ —] (FIQ) DBEBRL T,

nun bEL NZL LeLh
(g1 » O ZNlE. FADORKEDEETY,

example This is a photo of my family.

@ AN Enceh?
Who's this?
brzL &I (<£5) \
B : ADRDKRIEHB T,

It's my brother’s friend.

~® A RNTIN?
Who's that?
nHS5&

B o ;EEODVU _z-\a—o

That is my sister, Marie.

)\ Fﬂ Lﬁ - 2@ ©The Japan Foundation
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ICF A

o Elzlid)gﬁgﬂﬁi Major Japanese cities

Tokyo is the capital of Japan. Tokyo (23 wards] has a population of about 9.6 million (as of 2020). In addition to

having the largest population in Japan, it is also the city with the highest population density in the country. Tokyo is the

political and economic center of Japan.

Japan has a number of large cities that have large populations and have been given the same power as prefec-
tures. These are ordinance-designated cities. As of 2020, there are 20 ordinance-designated cities in Japan.
The following map shows ordinance-designated cities with populations of 1 million or more. It may be useful to

remember the rough location of Japan’s major cities.
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® FiZEM< Asking a person’s age

Is it common to ask someone’s age in your country? Or is it rude to do so? In some cultures, you should never ask
someone’s age, especially not a woman’s age. In other cultures, it is common to freely ask men and women their age.

In Japan, some people think it is rude to ask someone’s age, but other people feel it is very normal to ask some-
one’s age. Compared to cultures where you should never ask someone’s age, you may be asked about your age quite
frequently in Japan. This is because age can determine if someone is in a higher or lower position, which is important

in Japanese society. People may use different expressions when they talk to someone older, younger, or the same age.

Different regions or generations have different habits, but you should be aware that you may sometimes be asked your

age in Japan.

UpSlEdoE0

If you do not want to say your true age when asked, you can joke by saying W@y (It's a secret) or e5& 18 &9 (I'm
forever 18). You can also avoid the question by asking the person in return fsicRz59m? (How old do | look?).

People sometimes ask a person for their eto (12 Chinese zodiac signs) when they want to know the person’s age,
even if they think it is rude to ask the person’s age directly. In the Chinese zodiac, there are 12 animals and each year is
represented by an animal in a fixed order. When someone asks fleLEn) ©on? (Under which Chinese zodiac were
you born?), they are asking about your eto. As the same animal comes up once every 12 years, it is possible to guess

which year someone was born simply by asking what their Chinese zodiac is.
The following table shows the Chinese zodiac sign for each Gregorian calendar year. You should find out and

remember which Chinese zodiac you were born under.
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I Rabbit /= Dragon
1963 1964
1975 1976
1987 1988
N}’ 1999 2000
SN 2011 2012
2023 - 2024
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1968 1967
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2028 2027
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® BAEADE The seas of Japan

Japan is an island country surrounded by the sea. In summer,
many people go swimming in the sea with their friends and family.
Except for Okinawa, the season for swimming in the sea in Japan is
roughly around July and August. There are coin-operated showers
and lockers at the swimming beaches, so everyone can enjoy
swimming in the sea. There are also facilities called umi no ie
(clubhouses by the sea) that you can use. These provide meals
and a place to rest at the beach.

Okinawa is the most southern prefecture of Japan. It is
warm all year round, so you can swim in the sea from around
May to October. Okinawa has beautiful blue seas and white coral
beaches, and also offers a variety of marine sports. It is a popular
beach resort.

Umi no sachi (seafood, literally meaning “blessings from the
sea’) is also one of the joys of travelling in Japan. There are fishing
ports and fish markets near the sea where you can enjoy eating
fresh seafood. When you visit a town near the sea, you should try
some of the local seafood.
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|sH mare hd seafood
(Hakodate, Hokkaido)
amssEDE (UBENEE)
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Swimming bach
(Shonan, Kanagawa Prefecture)
BKBE (R ISHERE)

The seas of Okinawa
(Hateruma Island)
DB (RRES)
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